
SALLIE SOUTHALL COTTEN SCHOLARSHIP  2018-   

Rules 

The GFWC of North Carolina Sallie Southall Cotten Scholarship shall be awarded 
to an outstanding senior (male or female). The student must be a North Carolina 
high school senior and sponsored by a Federated club in good standing with 
GFWC-NC. Investments of the State SSCS Fund shall provide the scholarship 
monies and other expenses incurred in awarding the scholarship for a four year 
Bachelor’s degree. The tenure for the scholarship shall be four years in a North 
Carolina school, provided the academic record and conduct of the recipient 
justifies continuance of the scholarship. (In the event the recipient graduates in 
three years, the tenure shall be three years). 

The recipient shall undertake and satisfactorily complete a full academic number 
of hours as described by the current college catalog. Any grade point average, 
GPA, less than 3.0 per year, does not satisfactorily meet the terms of the contract. 

Scholarships are administered through the GFWC-NC Headquarters in 
cooperation with State SSCS Chairman and the Financial Officer of the college, 
which the recipient attends. Half of the annual funds shall be paid by GFWC-NC 
prior to each semester upon receipt of transcript and release form of student 
from the State SSCS Chairman. 

This administration the SSCS shall be $3,000 per year, for a total of $12,000. The 
runner-up shall receive the one time sum of $1,000, which shall be sent to the 
school of choice. 
Should the Scholarship recipient find it necessary to withdraw from college, the 
student must notify the State Scholarship Chairman as soon as possible. 

Application Rules – Local/District/State 

This scholarship is awarded based on the candidate’s character, scholastic 
records, evidence of intellectual promise, demonstration of ambition, leadership 
ability, and need for financial assistance. Applicant must be present for judging at 
the time and place designated. For Local & District contests the applicant must 
also be present for the presentation of the scholarship. 



1. Applicant must be a high school senior residing in North Carolina. 

 2. Applicant must be in the upper fourth of the class.  

 3. Applicant must use the official application form 

 4. The scholarship is to be used at a four-year college or university in the state 
of North Carolina.  

 5. Citizen or permanent legal resident of the United States.  

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE SUBMITTED: 

 1. Application form  

 2. Recent photograph.  

 3. A personal letter as to why student desires to continue their education, the 
student’s future plans, and why  
financial aid is necessary.  

 4. Letter of recommendation from either the school principal, school 
guidance counselor, or a school  
teacher.  

 5. Letter of recommendation from a business or professional person OTHER 
THAN SCHOOL PERSONNEL.  

 6. Letter of recommendation from the President of sponsoring club.  

 7. High school transcript, with grades through the first semester of senior 
year, complete SAT and/or ACT  
scores, class rank with number of students in class, and grade point 
average weighted and unweighted.  

 8. Copy of most recent Federal Tax Returns or FAFSA Summary for 
applicant’s parent(s) and applicant.  
Document any significant changes in family income if necessary. Student 
should mark out SSN before submission.  



Sallie Southall Cotten Scholarship 
Judging Criteria - Local/District/State 

It is suggested that each of the following categories of criteria be given a value 
of up to 20% in computing judges’ decision. (The highest total percentage 
points would indicate the winner.) 

To be completed by judges at the District Arts Festival. 

Judges Criteria: 

 1. Character: Based on written recommendations and personal interview 
by judges  

 2. Scholastic record: Based on school records.  

 3. Demonstration of ambition and LEADERSHIP: Based on record 
of participation in  
church, school, and community activities.  

 4. Potential to succeed: Based on personal letter listings activities, and 
responses to judges’  
questions.  

 5. Financial need: Verified by figures from application and information 
from letters, which confirm  
that financial aid is necessary.  


